The system is broke!  But you already knew that.  Read on to protect yourself and others.
The Police are tasked with maintaining civil order (a absence of riots, looting, drunk drivers - driving on the sidewalks and other general mayhem) and investigating criminal matters. In the performance of their duties, they often interview (talk to or interrogate) people. It is legal to do so. However, if they do not have Probable Cause, to make contact with you - they can not detain you, question you or otherwise bother you. What is Probable Cause - It is a belief, more that mere suspicion (gut feelings don't count) - That a person or group of persons, has, will or is at the moment - engaged in Criminal Activity (example - stealing your car).

If ever asked to speak with cops answer “I want to cooperate with your investigation in any way I can. Please address any questions to my lawyer.”

And the only answer to the questions, "Mind if I search your vehicle?" or, "May I come in [to your home]?" is, "Only with a warrant."  Never agree to a search of your person, place of residence or car - without a warrant. Just politely say "If, you had a warrant - I would allow it, since you don't - I will not."

Of course, they don't need a warrant, if exigent circumstances exist, but the point is clear: you're not going to abandon your rights. Maintaining your rights is NOT an admission of guilt, and can NEVER be used against you.  In this day and age almost anything is criminal.  Don’t give the cops a free pass to find something!
Honestly people do not realize this, but when you get arrested and the cop reads you your rights, one right is "You have the right to remain silent, anything you say or do maybe used against you in the court of law". It does not say it may be used to help you. 


Good idea: Have the local police department - do a courtesy search of any used vehicle you buy, using their ever so handy Rin Tin Tin K-9 Officer. Prevention is worth a pound of cure. But a pound hidden in the truck - it's worth about 5 years.

People are stupid. And that goes double for jurors. You have to be dumb as a post to not understand that it's the job of the police to get people convicted of crimes. And they lie, exaggerate, and destroy tapes to do it.
But one smart juror can throw the whole thing out of kilter. Get on a jury next time, by saying you watch lots of television and don't have much of an opinion about anything; you approve of the death penalty, and trust the cops. And try to cultivate the Vacant Stare. Attentive eyes are a dead giveaway.

Talk is cheap. But when that talk involves the law enforcement authorities, it may cost you, or someone close to you, dearly. 

This leaflet has been printed as a public service by individuals concerned with the growing role of authoritarianism and police power in our society. Please feel free to copy or republish.

